INTRODUCTION

Born in Japan and educated at Amherst and Harvard, Toshikazu Kase was a diplomat
working in the Japanese Foreign Office during the 1930s. By 1940, Kase was a personal
advisor to Emperor Hirohito. In August of 1941, Admiral Isoraku Yamamoto disclosed to his
general staff his plan for attacking Pearl Harbor which Yamamoto had devised in January of
that year. Although Yamamoto's staff was unanimousl @ osed to the plan, Yamamoto gave
them no choice, and on 11 October, the plan was approved by the Japanese government.
Since Kase was privy to the plans of the Imperial Palace, he understood the sharp differences
of opinion that surrounded this plan. He also felt that it was wrong. In a last attempt to
persuade Hirohito that the attack in the long run would hurt his own country more than the
United States, Kase wrote the following letter to the Emperor in late November of 1941.
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EPILOGUE

Toshikazu Kase was later chosen to write the official report to the Emperor of the
surrender ceremony that took place in Tokyo Bay on 2 September 1945 aboard the U.S.
battleship Missouri. Manchester observes: ‘

Kase wrote that while on the American battleship he had noticed many miniature
Rising Suns, "our flag,” painted on a steal bulkhead, indicating the number of Japanese
ships, submarines, and planes sunk by the Missouri. He had tried to count them, but "a
lump rose in my throat and tears quickly gathered in my eyes, flooding them. I could
hardly bear the sight. Heroes of unwritten stories, these were young boys who defied death
gaily and gallantly... They were like cherry blossoms, emblems of our national character,
swiftly blooming into riotous beauty and falling just as quickly.”.

According to members of the imperial household, the emperor lingered over this
passage a long time; then he sighed deeply, nodded, and murmured, “Ah so, ah so deska.”
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